Malala Yousafzay’s Speech at the Nobel Peace Prize Award

Malala Yousafzay, age 17, is a Pakistani activist for female education and the youngest-ever Nobel Prize laureate. She used to live  in the North West of Pakistan where the local Taliban  banned girls from attending school. When she was 11/12, she started to denounce this situation and for this reason she was shot  on her way to school. She became famous all over the world and in 2014, she was awarded with the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize for her struggle against the suppression of children and young people and for the right of all children to education. 
Here there is an extract of her speech at the Nobel Prize Award Ceremony.
“….Thank you to everyone for your  support and love. Thank you for the letters and cards that I still receive from all around the world. Your kind and encouraging words strengthen and inspire me.

I would like to thank my parents for their unconditional love. Thank you to my father for not clipping my wings and for letting me fly. Thank you to my mother for inspiring me to be patient and to always speak the truth…. And also thank you to all my wonderful teachers, who inspired me to believe in myself and be brave. I am proud, well in fact, I am very proud to be the first Pashtun, the first Pakistani, and the youngest person to receive this award…….
This award is not just for me. It is for those forgotten children who want education. It is for those frightened children who want peace. It is for those voiceless children who want change. I am here to stand up for their rights, to raise their voice…

Education is one of the blessings of life—and one of its necessities. In Pakistan, my friends and I  had a thirst for education because our future was right there in that classroom. We would sit and learn and read together.  We wanted to make our parents proud and prove that we could also excel in our studies and achieve those goals, which some people think only boys can. But things changed. I was just ten when more than 400 schools were destroyed. People were killed. And our beautiful dreams turned into nightmares. Education went from being a right to being a crime.

Girls were stopped from going to school….. But I decided to speak up! I tell my story, not because it is unique, but because it is not. It is the story of many girls…….
My great hope is that this will be the last time, this will be the last time we must fight for education. We have already taken many steps. Now it is time to take a leap…...We ask the world leaders to unite and make education their top priority!..... Dear sisters and brother, we must work… not wait. Not just the politicians and the world leaders, we all need to contribute. Me. You. We. It is our duty.

Let us become the first generation to decide to be the last , let us become the first generation that decides to be the last hat sees empty classrooms, lost childhoods, and wasted potentials.

Let this be the last time that a girl or a boy spends their childhood in a factory.

Let this be the last time that a girl is forced into early child marriage.

Let this be the last time that a child loses life in war.

Let this be the last time that we see a child out of school.

Let this end with us.

Let's begin this ending ... together ... today ... right here, right now. Let's begin this ending now.

Thank you so much.”
Questions:
· Who is Malala Yousafzay?

· Where did she use to live?

· Why did she win the Nobel Peace Prize?

· According to her speech, what is she proud of?
· What did she and her friends want to prove to their parents?

· What happened when she was ten?

· What is her great hope?

· What does she ask to the world leaders?

· In her opinion, what is her generation’s duty?

· When she speaks about “the first generation”, who is she referring to?

· What does this generation have to do?

· How can you imagine Malala’s life? Does she have the same life as an Italian teenager? Why/Why not?

· In your opinion, what are the most surprising and touching parts of her speech? Why?

· Is education “a crime” or “a right” and “a blessing of life”? Compare Malala’s statements to your personal experience as a student.
.
